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Mr Waldemar Kütt, Head of Unit F.1. Bioeconomy Strategy, DG Research and Innovation, European 

Commission, welcomed the members of the Bioeconomy Stakeholders Panel to the 9th meeting. He 

emphasised the importance of the meeting, explaining that the European Commission is working on 

the update of the European Bioeconomy Strategy and Action Plan. In this context, the Commission is 

welcoming input from the Bioeconomy Stakeholders Panel with regard to actions that the 

stakeholders could do themselves to move the bioeconomy forward. Mr Kütt welcomed Ms 

Alexandra Neyts (EATiP) who introduced 

herself to the Panel as the new EATiP 

representative, replacing Mr Courtney Hough. 

Subsequently, the floor was given to the Chair 

of the Bioeconomy Stakeholders Panel, Ms 

Joanna Dupont-Inglis (EuropaBio) who 

presented the meeting agenda. The Chair also 

underlined the relevance of the BioSTEP 

Conference which took place the day before 

and was attended by a number of Panel members.  

 

 

 

The Panel meeting started with short presentations of the main insights from the interactive 

workshop entitled "The Bioeconomy Manifesto as a Collaborative Tool for Facilitating Innovation and 

Growth for a Stronger European Bioeconomy" held on 17 November 2017 as to build on these 

insights in the following session on "participation in bioeconomy actions". Mr Ortwin Costenoble 

(CEN-CENELEC), Vice-Chair of the Panel, explained briefly the set-up and the outcomes of that 

workshop.  

"Open session"  

Afterwards, Mr Costenoble gave an overview of the 

issues discussed during the open session. He noted that 

bio-based should not be positioned as the opposite of 

fossil, but a property enhancer and an end-use improver. 

Bio-based products would be best placed on the market 

where they enhance and improve properties. It was 

suggested that stakeholders in general need to shift 

away from the concept of linearity or discussing end-of-

life. Instead, they should examine if the bioeconomy has 

specific examples of systematic products use. 

Stakeholders should try to initiate actions on research (programmes), innovation and good examples 

of projects that use agriculture, forestry and marine/aquaculture products and processes together. 

The societal change required to have people reconsider coordinated processes amongst feedstock-

based products could be a discussion item for the Panel. 

1 .  W E L C O M E  

2 .  M A N I F E S T O  W O R K S H O P  F O L L O W - U P  

https://ec.europa.eu/research/bioeconomy/index.cfm?pg=policy&lib=panel
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Session on “Cooperation between sectors and actors along the value-chains”  

Mr Jorge Molina Villanueva (ADItech Foundation – Navarra Region) presented what was discussed in 
this session. Participants considered the theme “cooperation between sectors and actors along the 
value-chains” to be very relevant because “value-chains” are a real area for cooperation where 
businesses, research organisations, consumers and regional governments may have their own say in 
a real operating environment.  

He explained the idea to build a platform, not by starting from scratch, but by using existing 
resources and tools and connect them with (industrial) policies and initiatives in order to assess and 
deliver new ideas, such as: public procurement, workshops, study visits etc. aiming at the 
development or improvement of some “value-chains” of common interest. Furthermore, another 
important insight concerned the terminology: "we should rather talk about ecosystem services than 
about value-chains". These were some of the contributions of the attendees to the Bioeconomy 
Stakeholders Panel's interactive workshop on 17 November 2017.  
 

 

 

Session on “Importance of regional strategies and rural renaissance” 

Referring to the insights of the workshop, Mr Hannu 

Koponen (Regional Council of Central Finland) 

emphasised that the momentum for the regional 

Bioeconomy Strategies is now. They shall be prepared 

based on a quintuple helix (political-research-business-

civil society-citizens) and be inclusive. Citizens and 

environmental groups need to be involved in the 

discussion. Mr Koponen added that there is a need to 

recognise cities and SMEs as important stakeholders 

having a vital role in developing a circular bioeconomy.  

He further highlighted that reliable data is needed at 

regional level to show politicians the potential of the 

bioeconomy. A strategic approach would enable better 

coordination of different financial instruments on a 

regional level. Regional strategies should provide 

mechanisms of synergies between various financial sources. Moreover, strategies could be of 

transregional nature but action plans would require concrete actions. 

https://ec.europa.eu/research/bioeconomy/index.cfm?pg=policy&lib=panel
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Session on “A long-term education, training, and R&I agenda for the Bioeconomy”  

Ms Christine Bunthof (Wageningen UR) 

and Ms Ann Dierckx (Cefic) presented 

general comments and actions 

suggested at the workshop. They said, 

for instance, that a triple-helix approach 

(university-industry-government) is 

suggested to establish trust, adding that 

civil society and the ecosystem are 

missing in the stakeholders manifesto. 

Moreover, a dual track with regard to 

skills, training and education was 

suggested. Ms Bunthof and Ms Dierckx highlighted that the workshop participants largely supported 

the idea to create a pan-European network of practitioners/experts with the objective to provide 

materials and information to, for example, teach and inspire, as well as to share experiences and best 

practices.  

 

 

https://ec.europa.eu/research/bioeconomy/index.cfm?pg=policy&lib=panel
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Mr Yannis Fallas (CluBE) presented the Western Macedonia region and the objective and activities of 

the Cluster of Bioenergy and Environment (CluBE). Mr Fallas further talked about the challenges of 

promoting the bioeconomy in a country where no specific Bioeconomy Strategy exists at national or 

regional level. Mr Fallas explained that the talks around bio-energy (that is mostly using the residues 

of the local producers) are still on-going. The local actors have difficulty even to grasp their role in 

and the benefits from the bioeconomy. Referring to the bioeconomy at national level, he informed 

the Panel about the Greek Bioeconomy Forum, explaining its objectives. It aims at raising awareness, 

promoting the advantages of the bioeconomy and supporting the development of a national 

bioeconomy action plan.  

 

3 .  P R E S E N T A T I O N  " F R O M  L O C A L  T O  N A T I O N A L :  

I N I T I A T I V E S  T O  P R O M O T E  B I O E C O N O M Y "   
B Y  M R  Y A N N I S  F A L L A S  

https://ec.europa.eu/research/bioeconomy/index.cfm?pg=policy&lib=panel
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Mr Kütt gave a presentation on the update of the European Bioeconomy Strategy, highlighting that it 

is a Commission wide policy priority for 2018. He informed the Panel about the indicative timeline for 

the Communication on the update of the 2012 EU Bioeconomy Strategy. The adoption of the 

Communication is planned for mid-July/September, and will be followed by a conference on 22 

October 2018. Mr Kütt also informed the Panel that the roadmap for the update of the Bioeconomy 

Strategy has been published and that it is open for feedback until 20 March 2018. He invited the 

Bioeconomy Stakeholders Panel to contribute to the Bioeconomy Strategy and Action Plan by 

identifying and formulating concrete actions in areas where the Panel can have impact. Suggested 

areas to focus on were stakeholder engagement, public awareness, education and skills and local 

development of the bioeconomy. Mr Kütt asked the Panel members to be as specific as possible in 

their action formulation.  

 

 

4 .  P R E S E N T A T I O N  " U P D A T E  O F  T H E  E U  B I O E C O N O M Y  

S T R A T E G Y "  B Y  M R  W A L D E M A R  K Ü T T  

https://ec.europa.eu/research/bioeconomy/index.cfm?pg=policy&lib=panel
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Following the presentation by Mr Kütt, the meeting continued with a session on bieoconomy actions. 

Mr Georgios Kastrinos, DG RTD F.1, European Commission, explained the purpose and the 

framework of this session as well as the envisaged process for particpation in bioeconomy actions. 

He highlighted the European Bioeconomy Stakeholders Manifesto, the insights gained from the 

Interactive Workshop in November 2017, the activities of the Panel Action Groups, the responses to a 

small survey, the BioSTEP Conference on "Effective stakeholder and public engagement in the 

bioeconomy" as well as the European Commission's roadmap on the update of the Bioeconomy 

Strategy, suggesting that they could be a basis to formulate actions in which the Panel could be 

involved. 

Subsequently, Mr Kastrinos gave a brief overview of the survey results, pointing out that, according 

to the answers, the Panel could best contribute to the following themes: Local development, skills 

and training, awareness raising and engagement. Accordingly, discussion groups were set up for the 

these four themes while a fifth 'Wild Card' group was also created to cover additional themes.  

In the first discussion round, the Panel members discussed what specific issues need to be addressed 

under each of the aforementionned themes. In the second round, they discussed what contribution 

the Panel members and the wider community of stakeholders can make to address these issues. 

  

5 .  P A R T I C I P A T I O N  I N  B I O E C O N O M Y  A C T I O N S  

https://ec.europa.eu/research/bioeconomy/index.cfm?pg=policy&lib=panel
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Stakeholder engagement 

 

Mr Costenoble summarised the discussion on stakeholder engagement. Many stakeholders are not 

aware enough of the benefits of the bioeconomy. However, it would be important to increase the 

awareness of the benefits in order to engage. It was also suggested that engagement should take 

place beyond the silos. Stakeholders could assist with benefits quantification. It was further 

discussed how to mobilise stakeholders. Ideas included opening up demonstration sites as well as 

using websites. Mr Costenoble also underlined the need for a critical mass towards the Bioeconomy 

Strategy. Moreover, he presented the idea of mapping existing panels at national or regional levels 

and how they work as well as finding out about best practices. 

 

  

https://ec.europa.eu/research/bioeconomy/index.cfm?pg=policy&lib=panel
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Public awareness 

 
 

Ms Dierckx presented the discussion points of the public awareness group. The group started with 

exchanging views on what is needed for the bioeconomy to take off. The group listed a number of 

elements such as development of skills; activities and engagement; public acceptance and consumer 

awareness; as well as respect for bio-materials. In a second step, the group looked at how to make 

the public aware of the benefits of the bioeconomy. 

 

Ms Dierckx explained that the group discussed 

in relation to consumer awareness: 

transparency, labelling products and assessing 

the impacts with the help of data monitoring. 

She further highlighted the relevance of 

networks, platforms and sharing experience as 

well as spreading the bioeconomy knowledge. 

The Panel members agreed that the Public 

Awareness actions should focus largely on 

citizens. In this regard, they proposed launching 

a bioeconomy week with the aim to make the 

bioeconomy tangible. Sub-activities could be 

exhibitions, site visits, contests etc. Most 

actions could not be done by a single 

stakeholder but if a larger group of actors 

would collaborate then a greater impact could 

be achieved. Ms Dierckx concluded that a lot of 

actions are possible, and many stakeholders are 

willing to participate but all these activities 

would require coordination and support. 

 

  

https://ec.europa.eu/research/bioeconomy/index.cfm?pg=policy&lib=panel
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Education and skills 

 
 

Ms Bunthof explained what was discussed regarding education and skills. The group focused mainly 

on university education and training when thinking of concrete actions in the bioeconomy. The Panel 

members spoke about what is needed in the near future. 

 

They identified the need for graduate students 

with relevant and system-approach knowledge 

for bioeconomy business and for societal 

transition. More concretely, the Panel 

members stressed the importance of having 

more interactions between universities to 

exchange best practices and to create jointly 

master degrees respectively curricula. These 

curricula could combine technology expertise, 

entrepreneurship skills and ecosystem 

understanding. The group further discussed 

what the Panel could do. For example, the 

Panel could help promote bioeconomy 

education and training at regional level and 

involve knowledge from practice in the 

education. 
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Local development 

 
 

Mr Fabio Boscaleri (Regional Government of Tuscany, Brussels Liaison Office) gave an overview of 

what was discussed regarding local development. 

 

The group identified four broad issues that 

were organised in the format of a matrix with 

four quadrants, namely (1) the mapping of 

available bio-resources with a focus on the 

users and the future potential, (2) the political 

commitment and coordination axed around 

the socio-economic needs of rural 

communities (e.g. opportunities in terms of 

jobs & growth), (3) the crucial role of the 

drivers/initiators in 'Bioeconomy Ecosystems' 

and (4) the very much needed knowledge 

exchange as to showcase opportunities of the 

bioeconomy. In order to start addressing these 

four issues, the discussion subsequently turned 

to possible actions that the Panel and wider 

community of stakeholders could undertake. 

Conversations converged around the following 

four corresponding key actions: exchanging 

methodologies for mapping while validating 

such tools at local level, establishing networks 

that encourage commitment and build on the 

concept of cross-fertilisation, mobilising actors such as funding recipients and investors through 

awareness campaigns and creating mutual learning and matchmaking programmes.       
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Wild card 

 

 

Mr Kjell Ivarsson (Federation of Swedish Farmers), Vice-Chair of the Panel, presented what other 

topics were discussed in addition to the four suggested ones. He explained that planetary boundaries 

were the 'umbrella' for the discussion. The group talked about the definition of bioeconomy and 

circular economy and underlined the need of clearer definitions for both as well as explanations how 

both work together. In addition, the Panel members spoke about sectorial approaches (e.g. CFP, 

CAP), FP9, processing byproducts in the chain, the need for more communication workshops to 

increase knowledge, and the opportunity for regional strategies to promote the bioeconomy and 

circular economy. Mr Kjell Ivarsson noticed several overlaps with the other discussion groups.  
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Based on the previous two discussion rounds, the Panel members then discussed what actions they 

themselves would like to develop further. They suggested several concrete actions at the meeting, 

amongst them: 

 Organising a Bioeconomy Week and reaching out beyond the Panel 

 Bioeconomy Journey Programme for students  

 Bioeconomy research/ innovation facilities sharing 

 Mobilising local actors 

 Submitting an Interreg project proposal  

 Bio-based public procurement  

 Networking of universities and other actors developping and implementing bioeconomy 

curricula  

 Cohesion between the Bioeconomy Stakeholders Panel and the Circular Economy Panel  

The Panel members were asked to fill in a template for action proposals. Mr Kütt concluded the 

session by highlighting that it is important to receive the Panel's input to bioeconomy actions as soon 

as possible. He explained that the European Commission is in the process of writing the Bioeconomy 

Strategy and that action proposals from the Panel could feed into the related action plan provided 

that the actions are clearly described and well argued. The proposals should include amongst others 

the reason and evidence for this action as well as the involved actor.  

Mr Kütt summarised that the Panel has already discussed a number of well developed actions at the 

meeting, and he emphasised once again that the proposals should be as concrete as possible. He 

added that perhaps there are more ideas for actions and the time has not been sufficient to develop 

or bring forward all ideas. He stressed that no idea should be excluded. Thus, he invited the Panel 

members to submit all proposals within the two weeks following the meeting by using the circulated 

template. Mr Kütt thanked the Panel members for the work done so far and proceeded to the final 

point of the agenda.   

 

 

 

 

The final point of the agenda was a discussion about study visit proposals, which have been prepared 

by several Panel members in the framework of their work within the regions action group.  

Mr Kütt recalled that the European Commission and the Panel have previously discussed the 

possibility to organise a meeting outside of Brussels. However, Mr Kütt clarified that the format of a 

study visit might go beyond the format of having a Panel meeting outside of Brussels and that there 

are administrative boundaries, which have to be respected when organising such a meeting. All in all, 

Mr Kütt confirmed that the possibility exists and that the European Commission could possibly 

facilitate a Panel meeting outside of Brussels, however, only within the limits of the existing 

resources and in line with the administrative and financial rules. Costs for additional activities such as 

side visits would have to be covered by the Panel members.  

Mr Koponen was then invited to briefly present the proposal for a Panel meeting in West Finland. He 

explained that if the Panel members are interested in such a visit, the West Finland European Office 

would be eager and flexible to organise it. He mentioned that interesting side events are planned 

6 .  T H E  R E G I O N A L  D I M E N S I O N  O F  B I O E C O N O M Y  A C T I O N S  
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already for June and that, therefore, mid-June could be envisaged for a Panel meeting in Finland. The 

other option is to plan it another time. In conclusion, Mr Kütt suggested Mr Koponen to review the 

proposal based on the information about the administrative boundaries and to submit it to the 

European Commission, which could then discuss the feasibility and take a decision.  

 

 

 

 

Mr Kütt and Mr Kastrinos from the European Commission thanked the Panel members for their 

active particpation in the meeting. Mr Kütt noted that the 10th Bioeconomy Stakeholders Panel 

meeting is envisaged to take place before the summer break, most likely in June. The meeting may 

amongst others lead to a reflection of what the Panel has achieved so far and what activities it will 

carry out in the future. He concluded the meeting by saying that the European Commission will 

expect the revised proposal from the West Finland European Office and then decide with the Panel 

on the exact date of the next meeting.  

  

7 .  C O N C L U S I O N S  A N D  N E X T  S T E P S  
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8 .  L I S T  O F  P A R T I C I P A N T S  

Disclaimer 

"The opinions expressed in this report represent the point of view of the meeting participants. These opinions 

cannot, under any circumstances, be attributed to the European Commission. Neither the European Commission 

nor any person acting on behalf of the Commission is responsible for the use which might be made of the here 

above information." 
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