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ASEM Aquaculture 

Platform 

ÅReconcile concerns for seafood 
quality and safety 

ÅIdentify joint research, education 
and business opportunities 



FACILITATE A CONSTRUCTIVE DISCUSSION ON 

DIFFERENT APPROACHES AND SOLUTIONS 

IDENTIFY A COMMON 

ISSUE/PROBLEM/CONFLICT 

FORMULATE COMMONLY  

ENDORSED  RECOMMENDATIONS 

PUSH RECOMMENDATIONS ONTO POLICY LEVEL 

CONVENE EXPERT STAKEHOLDER REPRESENTATIVES 

ÅLink with Industry 

ÅBest Management Practices 

ÅEnvironment ( IMTA) 

ÅFood Safety & Certification  

ÅDisease & Health Management 

ÅEducation 

ÅGender Issues and Vulnerable 

Stakeholder Groups 



Better Management Practices (BMP)  
for small holder farmers  

Sustainable 
production Small-scale 

producers 

Clustering 

Å improved farming success  through  better 
farming practices 

Å improved financial management  

Å better access to loans 

Å stronger bargaining position towards 
processors or middle men 

Å possibility for group certification 

BMP 



Support the application of integrated Multi-Trophic 
Aquaculture (IMTA) 

Eco-labeling:  
eco-label should 
include best IMTA 
practices  

Added value of 
integration:  
Document changes 
in productivity and 
product quality 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

Bio-remediation: reduce waste 
streams from aquaculture through 
improved bio-remediation  
techniques = extractive aquaculture 

Trophic diversification: develop 
IMTAs with neutral nutrient balance. 
Focus on product diversification as a 
tool to reduce waste streams. 

Disease issue and biosecurity: integrate 
identification of diseases & development of 
early warning systems to prevent and 
control disease transmission 

Demonstration projects: 
demonstrate economic 
feasibility and ecological 
benefits of the concept 



Food safety and certification 

a) Public and private certification need to be better integrated 
within the wider context of aquaculture governance.  

b) Stimulate food safety through retailers.  

c) The ongoing credibility and effectiveness of certification schemes 
remains a balance between access and impact.  

d) Spatial coordination of (group) certification.  

e) Attention to the legal dimensions of farmer clustering.   

f) Greater oversight on the role of conformity assessment bodies.   

g) Greater oversight over supporting organisations involved in 
aquaculture improvement.  

h) Anticipate the influence of public and private benchmarking 
activities.  

RECOMMENDATIONS 

Balancing continuous improvement and 
access for small holders while maintaining 
credibility 

CORE CHALLENGE 



Aquatic animal health management 

need for a knowledge base on 

disease identification and control 

create a community of 
practice & organise 
knowledge sharing 

 

 Epidemiological investigations of bacillary necrosis of pangasius 

 Disease surveillance and control ï chains and networks 

 Epidemiological investigations of Early Mortality Syndrome (EMS) in shrimp 

IDENTIFIED TOPICS FOR COLLABORATIVE RESEARCH 



Education and Training 

 
 Both European and Asian students may benefit from top-quality training in Europe 

geared at challenging careers in Asia.  
 Employment prospects in Asia can benefit to European companies provided they 

seize the opportunities by tapping into the growing Asian industry. 

EUROPEAN BENEFIT 

Marketing Aquaculture and its Education 
 Attract sufficient numbers of excellent students, the industry and 

education providers need to invest in marketing, highlighting 
aquaculture as a modern bio-industry with versatile career 
opportunities 

 
Networking,  Student Exchange & Joint Education 
 Joint Asian-European education through student mobility and 

transnational recognition. 
 Need for Asian accreditation & quality insurance  

 
Language 
 Accept a common language of instruction and/or invest in appropriate 

language training prior to the advanced studies   


